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the fearful horrors of bombardment from the air".
And yet when Lord Londonderry, who had accom-
panied Sir John Simon, returned, he boasted in the
House of Lords : " I had the utmost difficulty at
that time, amid the public outcry, in preserving the
use of the bombing aeroplane, even on the frontier
of the Middle East and India".
Note the words " even on ". Think how you
would feel if you were " even on " the same North-
West Frontier, and then perhaps you will understand
our point of view.
But to go back to that debate at Oxford. At the
end of a peroration on which I must confess I had
worked for some days, I asked him this somewhat
sentimental question of the value of human life.
It was a dangerous approach, for the Oxford Union
can react very indifferently to sentiment. I paused
a little for breath, and quite unexpectedly from the
other end of the great hall the cheering broke the
silence. I could hear it travel towards me, growing
intenser as it approached. I have never again
experienced such a sensation. Perhaps it was
because Simon was unpopular with the generation
which was up at Oxford at that time. Maybe it was
because I was an Indian, who had known what it
meant to suffer such distinction. Whatever it was,
the feeling that the House was on my side was the
most gratifying thing that ever happened.
The Foreign Secretary was shrewd in his reply.